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Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna An-
dreeva,  Editor emeritus of the Acupium 

and author of the featured article,  

“Saker Falcon’s Hood” 

(See pg 6) 

   

JAN 2009 
Volume 5 issue 1 

The 
Acupium 

Kingdom of AnTir Hunt Guild 

“Man-hod I am, There-
fore I me delyght/  

to hunt and hawke, to 
nourish up and  

fede the greyhound to the 
course,  

the hawkes  

to th’ flight/ and to 
bestryde a  

goode and lusty stede”.   
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Hunt Guild Administrator 

Greetings Unto the Hunt Guild, 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to those 
of you who don't know me. I'm Samira al-Waddi... the new Hunt 
Guild Administrator for An Tir. What are my hunting interests 
you ask? Why ferrets of course! Many of you may know my four 
ferrets from events, I'm the red-head attached to the other end of 
the leash. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Don-
wenna for her service as the Guild Administrator and Baroness 
Anastasia (OL) for her service as editor of the news letter. These 
two wonderful women put in a lot of time and effort for all of us 
to be able to enjoy the Hunt Guild. Huzzah ladies!!!! 

I encourage you all to go to the Hunt guild website and check 
out some of the new things we have going on. Such as the face 
page that not only puts your picture up but also your bio. This 
gives us faces,names, and time periods for each individual 
hunter. It's a great way for us to get to know each other not only 
in An Tir but around the Known World as well. 

We are gearing up for this year's Hunt Guild Challenge (details 
on the website)! The Challenge will take place at Summer Hunt. 
Letters of intent must be to me by June 1st. Currently An Tir has 
only two people who have ever gone out Margarite Fitzwilliams 
and yours truly (both at the Varlet level). This is a fun way to 
learn new hunting skills and find out more about your persona. 

I look forward to seeing you all at an event this year. 

HL Samira al-Waddi 

Hunt Guild Administrator ~ An Tir 
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 CALENDAR 

The Hunt Guild Persona Contest will be con-
ducted at both of these events. Be sure to contact 
Donwenna to arrange a panel of judges and to 

submit your Application   

Summer Hunt VI  www.summerhunt.org 

Premier Hunt event of An Tir.  

July 24-26, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gulf Wars www.gulfwars.org 

Features hounds, hawks, and horses 

March 15 week (2009) 

Baron James and Sally at Gulf Wars 
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THE HUNT GUILD PERSONA 
CHALLENGE  

Application Form  

You can use a separate sheets, but please be sure to include all of 
the information requested here.  

Mundane Name:  

Email Address:  

Mailing Address:                                                                                 

Telephone Number:  

Persona Name for This Event:  

Date and Place of Persona's Birth:  

Current Age and Residence of Persona:  

On a separate sheet, briefly summarize your persona's social stand-
ing and relevant personal history:  

Please attach a general bibliography for your persona.  

Standard Survival Skills must be  in any one of  the following ; 
PLEASE circle which one you will present:  

Firemaking Shelter making Camping Thrown Weapons  

If you have questions please view the rules at:   

Or contact Donwenna La Mareschale at  donwenna@gmaail.com 
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 Hunt Guild  Kingdom Contacts 
An Tir: Samira al Waddi,  Hunt Guild Adminstrator 

melodyrythem@yahoo.com 

AnTir Deputy for HoundsHL Cerridwen Ravenhawk of Con-
way (Michele Franklin) AnTir Hunt Guild Deputy of Hounds 
intriguing@uniserve.com 

Aethelmearc: Pavla de la Satu Mare 

pavla@zoominternet.net 

http://www.angelfire.com/pa5/bmdlanimals/ 

Atlantia:Lady Caelain 

event3day@adelphia.net 

Ansteorra: none 

Artemisia:Mu'allemah Yasmeena, OL, OP, Cd'O, etc. 

Yaasamiina@rmci.net 

 

Ealdormere: Magnus Kjrr-Thorgierson (Chris Kerr) 

ckerr@spectranet.cam 

E:ast Kingdom Madra De DraganCru'b 

ChienNoir09@yahoo.com 

Midrealm: THL Corin the Huntsman 

hntsman1@mindspring.com 

Trimaris: none 

Meridies: Ld. Edward MacTavish 

midlefordarcher@yahoo.com 

West Kingdom: Siobhan ni Seaghdha, OP 

dkarp@hughes.net 

 



 16 

 Hunt Guild Badge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

http://www.huntguild.org/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HUNT_GUILD/ 

  

http://compendium.legiodraconis.com/ 

Medieval Hunting Compendium of Knowledge (everything) 

 

http://www.scafalconry.org 

Saint Bavon's Company of Falconers (SCA) 

 

http://www.sthubertsrangers.org/ 

St Huberts Rangers (non-SCA medival style hunting) 
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From the incoming Editor 

I would like to thank Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna An-
dreeva (OL)  for her work as Editor for the past 4 years. The 
Hunt Guild is one of the most active guilds in the Kingdom 
due to the interesting information she documented and re-
corded in issues of the  Acupium.  Folks could see that we 
were doing great research and they were excited to join in 
the fun of learning about this important part of history. Case 
in point has been the phenomenal participation of people in 
activities at  Summer Hunt www.summerhunt.org    

In order to highlight the hunting topics research of our mem-
bers, I will be contacting you directly for any  research that 
you have to offer whether it is small or large. For instance, 
do you have a list of resources? Have you read a book and 
have a brief comment about it? Did you do an A&S project 
that has a hunting aspect and would like to share it? How 
about your pictures of your garb?  See, its easy to contribute!  
Please voluntarily send your contributions to don-
wenna@gmail.com or I will find you! 

Donwenna La Mareschale, Editor 
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Saker Falcons Hood 
by 

BOYAR ALEXI ALEXANDROVITCH 

Falconer to his Excellency the  

Tsar MIKHAIL FEODOROVICH 

ROMANOFF 

 

   The Saker Falcon in Russian/ Eastern Falconry 

 

Some of the common names are, Saker Falcon, Altai Saker, 
Steppe Saker. The Genus is Falco, the Species is cherrug.   

The Saker falcon is a big, strong bird of prey with large feet and 
pointed wings. It is larger than the peregrine falcon, and has a very 
wide wingspan for its size.   

The Saker falcon originated in southeast Europe and Asia. Their 
preferred habitats are the open plains and forest steppes. They can 
be found on the steppes of Mongolia and of southern Siberia, and 
the Russian Altai mountains. 

The Saker falcon is about 18 inches tall. They have large eyes and 
a short, hooked beak. Steppe Saker falcons use the nests of Black 
Kites (Milvus migrans) and Imperial Eagles (Aquila heliaca). The 
Mountain Saker builds its nest on cliffs.  

Saker falcons lay 2 to 5 eggs. In the winter they migrate south to 
Kazakhstan and the Middle East.  

They spent most of their time hunting for mammals like voles, 
rats, stoats, weasels, northern pikas, Siberian chipmunks, and 
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Acupium 

HAGINBALDS The Arte of Medieval Faulconryas Practiced 
in a Modern World 

Gathered by long practice and experience  

and published for the delight of noble mindes, and instruc-
tion of young Faulconers in things pertaining to this Princely 
Art. 

 Eule von Haginbald. Gent. 

a.k.a. Steve Hemphill, Master Falconer 

(Editor’s Note:  This article is an abbreviated version of the 
original one which included many more pictures) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A hawks hood made of  leather, tooled with 
gold the sides of  crimson velvet are embroi-
dered with gold thread English, 1600 V&A 

museum 
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Sources Continued 
Saker Falcon  

Кыргызча ителги 

Retrieved from "http://ky.wiktionary.org/wiki/saker_falcon" 

Articles 

Muqarnas 
Leonid A. Beliaev, Alexei Chernetsov 
The Eastern Contribution to Medieval Russian Culture  
Vol. 16, 1999 (1999),  
: pp. 97-124 
Canadian Slavonic Papers,  
Orr, Robert A 
A Russian-German Dictionary of Hunting and Related 
Fauna 
Sep-Dec 2007  
Conservation Magazine 

Magram, Yuriy/Magram Mary 

 Russian Falconry  

The Falconers and Raptor No 31 1997 

Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orient 

G. Rex Smith 

Some Remarks on the  

Economics of Hunting in Medieval Islam 

Volume 23 Issue 1 / 2 1980 
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Female Saker falcons are more ferocious than the males and are 
preferred by falconers. In the wild they have no natural enemies, 
except man.  

The larger, dark brown and gray barred Altai Saker falcons are the 
favorite bird of Arab falconers. Many of the birds are trapped in 
Arab countries when they are on their migration to the Middle 
East.  

In the past it was the custom to capture juvenile female sakers and 
train them to hunt because they were easier to train than adult 
birds. 

 



 8 

birds. They dive for their prey at 200 mph. The Saker falcon are 
ferocious hunters and often attack prey that is bigger than them-
selves.  

 

 

 

 

Materials 
 

The hoods mostly seem to be made of leather. It can be 
smooth or suede, most references say calf skin, but sheep 
and other types of leather have been known to be used. ( Upton) 

Fabric was also used as the whole or a part of the hood. 

I was more concerned about the weight of the leather than 
whether or not it was smooth or suede. They had to be light 
enough to cover the birds head without damaging the neck, 
but heavy enough that the bird could not get it off. 

Color was also personal preference. I happened to find black, 
but brown seems to be prevalent, as well as dying the leather 
colors such as red. 

Some hoods have needlework, I have some examples in the 
following pages. 

My hood is a part of a set, like the one owned by Maximil-
lian the Ist. It will be a hood, glove, hunting pouch and lure. 

I used gold thread for couching and colored silks for the em-
broidery. The pattern is taken from what is thought to be an 
existing Russian Falconry Glove. I copied the pattern and put 
it on the whole set. The hood has one of the flower details. 
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.Websites 

 

http://www.arab.net/falconry/ 

2002, ArabNet 

http://www.arabhunter.com/hunting/falconry_arabia.htm 

Arab Hunter .com 

Falconry in Arabia 

2001 

http://history-gatchina.ru/owners/hunt/docs.htm 

Overview of Russian State Archive Documents on Court 
Hunt  

In Russian, I translated the article 

http://suzdal.org/ru/hunt/hunt-in-suzdal 

Hunting History of Suzdal 

http://www.saudiaramcoworld.com/issue/200501/
the.eagle.hunters.htm 

The Eagle Hunters 

Rebecca Schultz 

This article appeared on pages 12-19 of the January/February 
2005 print edition of Saudi Aramco World  

http://www.hunting.as/falconry.htm 

Falconry and Hawking in the Caucasus 
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Secondary 
Arthur, Liz. Embroidery 1600-1700 at the Burrell collection. 
John Murray in association with Glasgow3 Museums 1995 

 

Arts council exhibition at the Hayward gallery. Treasures from 
the Burrell collections catalogue of Arts Council exhibition at 
the Hayward gallery. London 1975 

Harting, Edmund. Bibliotheca Accipitraria a Catalogue of 
books ancient and modern relating to falconry with notes, 
glossary and vocabulary by James Edmund Harting Librarian 
to the Linnean Society of London. The Holland Press, 1977 

 

MacGregor, Arthur. The Ashmolean Museum. Ashmolean Mu-
seum Oxford in association with Jonathan Horne Publications 
London 2001  

 

Waterer, John, Spanish Leather. A history of its use from 800 
to 1800 for mural hangings, screens, upholstery, altar frontals, 
ecclesiastical vestments, footwear, gloves, pouches and caskets. 
London. Faber and Faber.1971 

 

Wingfield Digby, George, Elizabethan Embroidery. Thomas 
Yoselfoff, Publisher New York 1963 

 

Upton, Roger, Arab Falconry: History of a Way of Life 
Blaine: Hancock House 2002. 
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Pattern 
This is the pattern I used. It  is considered an Arab hood. 
This is a very common style of hood for many cultures. Most 
of the cultures like Russia used this type of hood as they im-
ported much information and style from the Arabs originally. 

This hood is cut out of one piece and sewn together. I em-
broidered it first before sewing. 

I blew up the pattern to the right size and made a mock up 
out of fabric to ensure the fit. 

The bells are Lahore from Pakistan. These are period and 
were used as well as others on the hood and the jesses on the 
feet of the falcon. They are a little big for my bird but were 
the smallest I could find. 
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16th Century Hoods from the V&A Museum 
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Sources Pertaining to this Entry 

Primary 
Baron, Samuel H. (Translated and Edited) The Travels of 
Olearius in 17th Century Russia Stanford University press, Stan-
ford California 1967 

Bert, Edmund. An Approved Treatise of Hawkes and Hawking. 
London 1619 Da Capo Press Theatrum Orbis terrarium LTD Am-
sterdam and New York 1968 

Bond, Edward A. (Editor assistant curator of the manuscripts in 
the British Museum London  Russia at the Close of the 16th cen-
tury Compriseing the  Treatise of the Russe Commonwealth 
by Dr. Giles Fletcher and the Travels of Sir Jerome Horsey. 
Printed for the Hakluyet Society MDCCCLVI (1856) 

Cockaine, Sir Thomas. Short Treatise of Hunting (1591) Facsim-
ile Oxford 1932 

Husam ‘d-Dawlah Taymur Mirza, , Lieut. Colonel D. C. Phillott 
(translator) 

The Baz-Nama-Yi Nasiri A Persian Treatise on Falconry. 
(1834)  London, Bernard Quaritch 1908 

Twiti, William (edited by Bror Danielsson) The Art of Hunting 
1527 

Stockholm studies in English XXXVII Cynegetica Anlilica, I, 
Stockholm 1977 

the Burrell collections catalogue of Arts Council exhibition at 
the Hayward gallery. London 1975 

 

 

 


