The Lance of the Sable Lion An Tir
Unto Duchess Elspeth Trelawney MacNaughton, Premier Patroness, Baroness Aurora Danielle Trevelyan, Our Most Noble Cousins of the Company of the Azure Rose, Trimaris, and the gracious and glorious Ladies of the Berfrois, doth the Lance of the Sable Lion of An Tir send Greetings.
 
The Lance of the Sable Lion of An Tir this day will number three.  First, please let me introduce myself to you.  I am, Queen Angharad Banadaspus Drakenhefd.  Six times have I reigned as Queen of the grand and glorious Kingdom of An Tir.  No other awards or distinctions that I may hold surpasses this honor.
 
Many miles will I have traveled to meet with my cousins of Trimaris upon the field of the Tournament of the Wolf Moon, in the Emprise of the Azure Rose.  I will carry the favor of the people of An Tir, in whose honor I do ride and to whom I give my all every day of my life, until such time as I depart my throne.
 
I will bear the Arms of the Queen An Tir:  Checky Or and argent, a lion rampant, tail forked and nowed sable, crowned gules, grasping in dexter forepaw a wreath of hearts, points to center, alternating with roses gules, barbed and seeded proper.
The motto I will bear is:  Non deest generoso in pectore virtus - There is no lack of courage in a noble heart.
 
The second member of the Lance of the Sable Lion of An Tir, who will ride beside me, is Her Ladyship Donwenna La Mareschale, a Companion of the Ordo Equi of An Tir and thus well suited to the field of combat. 
 
She comes before you as Captain of the Lance of  St. Anne, and a Companion of the Company of the Sable Rose Argent of An Tir, for the glory and honor of horse and rider upon the field of this glorious Emprise. 
 
She shall be known by her Arms on her billet:  Sable muletty argent, a palomino horse contourney courant proper, in chief a tilting lance fesswise reversed Argent.

She and her destrier shall compete wearing: Sable, muletty argent.  Her motto is that of the Company of St. Anne:  Cum honore equitate, vincete omnibus gloriam! - We ride with Honor, we win Glory for All! 

She shall be known by her crest: A great fan of black ostrich feathers overlaid with white ostrich feathers and three eyes of peacock feathers in base and surmounting all, a white star.

Know HL Donwenna also by her accomplishments: Lady of the Society, Holder of the Tower of Dreiburgen , Holder of the Illuminated Tower of Dreiburgen for Equestrian Arts, Companion of the Order of the Harp Argent for Equestrian Arts, Holder of the Horse Token from the Princess of the Mists, Companion of the Goutte de Sang, Holder of the Jambe De Leone...and perhaps the only Society member to ever hold both a Caid Dolphin and an Aquaterra Dolphin--aye, a  pod of dolphins for service!
 
Know her by her lineage as Student to the most Glorious Baroness Anastasia 
Alexandrovna Andreeva, Companion to the Laurel, Order of the Carp, and Order of the Coeur de Lyon.

Know her by her service to Queens! It was her honor in Caid to serve with her destrier, Venus, on the Queen's Horse Guard for Their Royal Majesties: Alisandra, Larissa, Deshive, Ceinwen, Darla,and Trista.  By Right of Arms she won Her Majesty Darla’s, Queen’s Equestrian Championship.  She doth now stand as retinue in service to me, Queen Angharad, of AN TIR. 
 
And it was her honor to provide further service to all of the Society as the Third SCA-wide Equestrian Officer.  She created the Society Equestrian Marshallate badge that all of Equestrian Marshals across the Known World now bear.  She now serves as an Equestrian Marshal of An Tir and Society-wide Equestrian Marshal of the Field.

She is the Founding Seneschal of the Shire of Earnrokke and is Equestrian Champion to the Barony of Dragon’s Laire.
She rides for the honor of her right-beloved husband and champion, His Lordship Agelos Evienece and her brave son, Giraldus Evienece, whose favors she bears. She hails from the Shire of Earnrokke, in the great Kingdom of An Tir!

The third member of the Lance of the Sable Lion of An Tir, who will ride beside me, is Lady Cornelia Cheval-Noir, who currently serves on the Royal Equestrian Guard of An Tir.

Know her by her (pending) arms:  Argent, issuant from a fountain, a horse salient sable and a bordure vert.

Know her also by her Crest:  A black horse's head.
Her motto is:  As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

Lady Cornelia is a holder of the Sable Chime for bardic prowess.  Winner at this year’s Great Western War Emprise.  And the owner of the noble Friesian steed, Tjeerd.
 
She rides for the honor of her noble son, Tallis le Magne. And her heart is pledged forever to her true love and husband, one of the greatest bards in An Tir: Terry of the Clan McQuirk.

Lady Cornelia doth say unto you:  “I call all equestrians to ride with honor, but more than that, with JOY, for there is no better pastime, say I, than spending happy hours in the company of noble friends, both equine and human. It is my delight to ride this day, to banish fear and ride forth in peace and celebration.”
Our noble steeds shall come from the fields of Trimaris, and though we know them not, we shall be well pleased to compete upon these strong-hearted destriers. 
 
We three ladies upon this field do come, to do honor in the name of the Companions of the Companies of the Rose throughout the Knowne World, for the honor of the Ladies of the Berfrois, and to represent our fair Kingdom of An Tir.  We will ride upon the field in the quest of noble camaraderie, great deeds and word fame.  We do hope that our words and deeds do us the honour of entry in the Emprise of the Azure Rose.  We look forward to many days and nights of joyous friendship and honor both upon and off the field in the noble land of Trimaris.
 
By our hand this 29th day of December, Anno Societatis, XL,  
 
Queen Angharad, An Tir
 
Premiere Patroness of the Company of the Sable Rose, Argent


Hail unto Your Most Majestic Queen Angharad Banadaspus Drakenhefd, Great Sable Lioness of the Mighty Kingdom of An Tir, Guardian of Tir Righ, Avacal and The Summits, born of the Three Mountains, 
 
Hail unto our beloved friend and teacher Her Ladyship Donwenna La Mareschale and Hail unto the most gracious Lady Cornelia celebrated Bard of An Tir and unto The Most Noble Company of the Sable Rose Argent.  Our deepest regards sent also to all the noble folk of Your fair kingdom of An Tir.  
 
Your most humble servant Baroness Aurora Danielle Trevelyan, Marshal of the Company of the Azure Rose does send these greetings upon this the day of Saint Melania hoping her blessing finds You and Your people well.
 
Your Most Gracious Majesty, we all look in awe to the western horizon to the bright star that comes our way.  Words cannot express how happy we are in the knowing that You and Your Lance of the Sable Lion shall make the arduous journey to our fair Kingdom Trimaris to join with our Most gracious Queen Judith and Most beloved Princess Maisie and our Most treasured Patroness Duchess Elspeth Trelawney MacNaughton in celebration of the Roses of the knowne world.
 
We are ever thankful that our friends of An Tir have so strongly taken up the reins of our cause.  Those of us bound together as the Rose Companies being resolved to better exalt the virtues of prowess, courage, honesty, largess, loyalty, faith, courtesy and franchise to the betterment of our souls and the benefit of all in celebration of the Roses of the knowne world.
 
To give right and proper due to the great and noble Roses who have sheltered us all in their loving arms.  Know that you shall be joined by many horsemen and swordsman of great renown who shall do right and well to honor these flowers of chivalry. 
 
We wish you safe passage through the kingdoms of the world and may you be protected in your journey. 
 
The trumpeters are called to field to herald the arrival of our Most loved cousins of the West! 
The hall is set in splendor to welcome the Noble Lion to the Sea.
 
In Service Unto You and The Roses
Baroness Aurora Danielle Trevelyan 
Marshal of the Company of the Azure Rose  
"Facta non Verba"
 


